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A Comparative Study of the Existentialist Themes of Camus’s The
Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat’s “The Stray Dog”
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Abstract

Existentialism is an intellectual-philosophical inquiry that considers man as the center
of the existence during which the individual, with all his/her existential and mental
dimensions, is being confronted with various problems, especially those of ontological
nature. Albert Camus and Sadegh Hedayat are among the authors whose work contain
major concepts of the school of Existentialism. The present paper uses an analyti-
cal-comparative method to study the principles and features of Existential philosophy
in Albert Camus’ The Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat’s “the Stray Dog”. The findings
show that most of the concepts of Existentialism are present in these two works, in a
way that concepts such as “loneliness” and “nostalgia” are more prominent in “The
Stray Dog” while concepts such as “meaninglessness and emptiness”, “pessimism”
and “skepticism” are more prominent in The Stranger. Finally, concepts such as

“hope”, “despair”, “determinism”, “death-wish and suicide” are shared in both works.
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