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Nord und West und Siid zersplittern,

Throne bersten, Reiche zittern,

Fliichte du, im reinen Osten

Patriarchenluft zu kosten,

Unter Lieben, Trinken, Singen,

Soll dich Chisers Quell verjiingen
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North and West and South splinter apart,

thrones explode, kingdoms tremble:

take flight to the pure East to taste the air of the patriarchs!
Amidst loving, drinking, singing,

Khidr’s spring will make you young again (Ormsby, p. 5.

NORTH and West and South up-breaking!/Thrones are shattering, Empires quak-
ing;/Fly thou to the untroubled East,/There the patriarchs’ air to taste!/What with
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love and wine and song /Chiser’s fount will make thee young (Bidney, 2010:1)
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Abstract

This paper explains the Eastern origins of world literature from Goethe’s view point.
In 1813, Goethe became acquainted with Hafez’s Divan through Hammerpurgestal’s
translation, and following Hafez, he composed his West-Eastern Divan. But almost
a decade after the Divan was composed, in his conversation with Ackerman, Goethe
used the term “world literature” for the first time, because he believed that national
literature had lost its meaning and that the age of world literature had arrived. Howev-
er, it seems that Goethe’s invention of this term, did not take place independently and
away from the influence of Eastern culture and literature, especially that of Hafiz’s
Divan. The argument is that Goethe’s West-Eastern Divan is a work that has emerged
through Goethe’s encounter with the translation of Oriental literary works and, in par-
ticular, and most importantly, Hafez’s sonnets. For Goethe, world literature is neither
a body of national literatures nor a collection of the world’s literary masterpieces, but
rather, a dynamic process of interaction between the world’s nations, with the aim
of breaking down the walls of national prejudice that have damaged peaceful coex-
istence among the people of the world. Therefore, this paper explicates the status of

world literature through Goethe’s reading of Hafez.
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