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' What Is World Literature?

2 How to Read World Literature?

3 Teaching World Literature

* World Literature in Theory

> Comparing the Literatures: Literary Studies in a Global Age
¢ Jules Verne, Le tour du monde en quatre-vingts jours
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? Gilbert and Sullivan, Trial by Jury
* The Epic of Gilgamesh

> Tale of Genji

¢ Popol Vuh

Mo Yan

8 Orhan Pamuk

? Olga Tokarezuk

10 Jokha al-Harthi



Vs Ol 5 5ol oF ol s osled ol Jlo o oLl o ke 5 i el glandyopm Sladlas/ YQY

20 o= e

‘_S;;'-L.M slal >l 5 ol CLLLEST ) comen 5 Lgs 50 528 ol 31 Ay
Lois o3 ok (pd3 1808 Jlw s Slvan 534S ok o ol 5,8 o ae i e
)l Sr.:_.il:J_E_}):r_Ab (Ya4¥) U_L-’ 'Lﬁj_éj_alLéJlJ/’.:j_gQ))J)j;jj.amj.s
p—%‘*—i&bgdw‘J‘J—hJUf-ibrEjﬁ‘ﬂMjiJJ)Wj‘Md)-f:
Ll G by 00 31 i S s aile o588 sl 5y ol
025 2 0Ad sy s 5 0 S ol 85058 e pT w31 G b 51 dmy 5 oS g5
0N

ey oy SNV AU 558 48 e i (S muael  J it VoY s S5 s
géjﬁ.x_g.uj_aj_ﬁ;éupuepﬂowﬁm4_,,(,;_@\):44“))5)3
old o 1S Ly Lo Hss a8 dls o SU el ol e, (a3
S Ll s 3l =Y sb ae Jsb 5o clf@.a O Jss .g;_.if&_..‘JlSj‘_}_:ia@le{
O3z pd o el Sl Aole) b J i te « S VAVY Jlw J b s 5 o 5
sl s A Sl sl ol s CnldlB e O s 00 Bl a5 gl
Slaalzsy 03 aS olr 0,8 5l Lad i sl 5o a8 S s s a4
LSy Los Has slhs 5 2 iS5 b Sl s sl s Olss e dl gt

6.{3\L;j_fj\u__b;HO&AU);Q\JJJﬁQSJ:M&.ﬂélﬁ
Galo w ST s i e 53 5Ll S S KL e o 4 (650
J=ds s var dew s UL SOV RCOUPN C PV WIS\ R P-Puon] P g e | PO
o Soms S e 555 93 5 Jam o Lol 0l s s B SO es
pj_xndijl.:_szl_!AJL:_..Zu.'::jq_gd':.:.o)'\bsj_ﬁ-‘\jjr_,....iujs.u_é\)k;\c\_::bjébjj
03 S AE s aS o8 o5l Sl e b SBT3 S el 3L
slaa s Lus s slel 28U s 1, L)l 595 (g il b sl 3l Sl (S
534S Slebe 5 (A 5 OLS Sl AU s aS G a Sl el 5 0SS
fr—“g‘l—’.ﬂ“))lso—:*-“M‘f@r—“o—‘-v\ﬁxﬂrﬂjgbw‘bﬁg}—é‘k‘
ouj\cwesyuhg\ﬂf%él.@)tﬁl_‘;CJJ..SQJ.;H)(..SK,\;J\FO_JJJ_@
j_aL&quszj\.xﬁwwl_,mjsgl_ﬁ@l_!ﬁﬁ Sl LS as
el e LS S B ) o s

5 0lalii Bt IS _glas sl el 1 S el i
2 S aS8d ) il e el Ll e 8 IS Ll 2 (5055 el
A S ol ;05 5 Y I ol i 3T sl B b s tom oS0 a0
S-S o Pl ol oo Glaslsss 5 (HBoslh Cosme 4 ) b, 005 Jo5 o emeS
b, ogais S e dlisaid o, S WLUs 4w 85 L i sBules

' Harold Bloom, The Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages

2 Xavier de Maistre, Voyage autour de ma chamber (Voyage Around My Room, tr. Stephen
Sartarelli (New York: New Directions, 1994)

3 Piedmontese
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Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, Arts & Humanities, Vol.1, No.2 (Fall 2021 & Winter 2022)

David Damrosch, Around the World in 80 Books. New York: Penguin
Press, 2021. 414 pp. Ebook ISBN: 9780593299890

Alireza Anushiravani!

Abstract

Around the World in 80 Books is the latest book of David Damrosch, Professor of
Comparative Literature at Harvard University. He is a leading theorist in this field
and has already written several books to explain his theory of World Literature both
in theoretical and practical aspects including What Is World Literature? (2003), How
to Read World Literature? (2009), Teaching World Literature (2009), World Litera-
ture in Theory (2014) and Comparing Literatures: Literary Studies in a Global Age.
Generally speaking, in all these works, Damrosch is focusing on two important no-
tions: first, World Literature is a new trend in Comparative Literature studies which
crosses national, linguistic and cultural borders and includes, in fact, the whole lit-
erature of the world; second, to get rid of the chronic Eurocentrism of Comparative
Literature, we must take advantage of translation. Around the World in 80 Books is
written with such an intention in mind.

The book is organized in sixteen chapters. Damrosch’s itinerary starts from London,
where Phileas Fogg started his journey in Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty
Days (1872) and takes his reader to all around Europe, Turkey, Oman, Egypt and Af-
rican countries, Near and Middle Eastern countries (including Iran, of course), India,
and Far Eastern countries as China and Japan, and then to Central America and Latin
America and comes back to London at the end of his journey. The Introduction of the
book: “The Voyage Out” is a charming narrative of Damrosch’s youth life when he
decides to attend a chorus where he meets “an alto with a lovely smile” (10). Around
the World in 80 Books is a project coming to fruit in times of Covid-19, a gloomy
era in modern man’s experience and an opportunity to travel the world around one’s
room. Damrosch’s trip takes sixteen weeks from May through August 2020. The
book “explores works that have responded to times of crisis and deep memories of
trauma” (13). More importantly, Damrosch contends: “All of us who want to venture
beyond the boundaries of our own country need to be vigilant in not succumbing to
reductive cultural stereotypes, whether reflexively negative or patronizingly positive,
and we need to push back against market mechanisms that limit the variety of works
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available to us” (14). One cannot agree with Damrosch more when he says that “in-
fluential translations can spur innovation in the host language itself” (16). “...litera-
ture can inform our sense of ourselves and our world, particularly in difficult times”
(17). Around the World in 80 Books is a must-read book for those interested in World

Literature. “ Lector, intende: laetaberis™ (17).

Keywords: World Literature, Around the World in 80 Books, David Damrosch, trans-

lation, voyage



