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2 Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
* Jacques Lacan (1901-1981)
* Desire
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¢ Object of demand

7 Object of need

8 Lack

? Signifier

10 System of Signification

11 Signifying chain
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! Imaginary order

2 Symbolization

3 Other’s lack

* Name of the Father

> Signifier of the Other’s desire
¢ Signifier of the Other’s lack
7 Symbolic Law

8 Castration

° Symbolic order

10 Objet petit a

11 Object-cause of desire
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Abstract

The present article is a comparative and interdisciplinary study on the notion of love in the
works of Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Riimi, the famous Persian mystic, and Jacques Lacan, the
renowned French psychoanalyst and philosopher. In this research, love is approached from
two perspectives, namely, love in the view of Rumi, as one of the highest levels of mysticism
which cannot be expressed through language, and love in the eyes of Lacan as an imaginary
and illusory relationship, based on narcissistic roots. This comparison makes clear that the dif-
ference between the two views goes back to their difference on the definition of love. For La-
can, love is located inside the imaginary order, while for Rumi it belongs, in Lacanian terms,
to the real order. This study tries to put forth a Rumi-Lacanian definition of love through
translating Rumi’s ideas and expressions to the language of psychoanalysis, and see, in that

case, what place love will occupy in Lacan’s thought, compared to his own definition of love.
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