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Freedom of Choice as an Achievement of Modernity: A Comparative

Study of Two Movies by Farhadi and Two Novels by Ishiguro
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Abstract

Asghar Farhadi’s two Academy Awards and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Nobel Prize in
Literature demonstrate how successful both authors’ works have been in the West
despite their Asian origin. The fact that they concentrate on similar social concerns
in their works adds to the relevance of this connection. Moving away from the past
traditions seems inevitable for both of these authors. They have, thus, portrayed
progressive characters that, despite their deep ties to the past, struggle to follow
modernity in practice. There are startling similarities in these characters’ mindset and
actions which this article attempts to shed light on by comparing Kazuo Ishiguro’s
The Remains of the Day (1989) and An Artist of the Floating World (1986) with
Asghar Farhadi’s The Fireworks Wednesday (1384) and The Salesman (1394). Using
semiotic theories, characters representing tradition and modernity are first identified
in each work. Then, the article explains the ways in which these characters consider
the freedom of choice as both their as well as others’ rights, or in Farzin Vahdat’s
terms, giving value to subjectivity and universality in modernity.

Keywords: Farhadi, Ishiguro, Tradition and Modernity, Subjectivity and Universality,

Semiotics ,Comparative Literature

! Ph.D Student of English Language and Literature, Shiraz University International Campus,

Shiraz, Iran msehat@hafez.shirazu.ac.ir
2 Assistant Professor of English Language and Literature, Department of Languages and Lit-
erature, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran (Corresponding Author) hjahan@yazd.ac.ir

How to cite this article:
Hossein Jahantigh; Masoome Sehat. “Freedom of Choice as an Achievement of Modernity: A Comparative Study of Two Movies by Farhadi and Two Novels by
Ishiguro”. Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature, Arts and Humanities, 3, 2, 2023, 273-296. doi: 10.22077/islah.2023.6563.1303

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Licensee Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature, Arts & Humanities. This article is an
open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://crea-
tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). |-E



https://doi.org/10.22077/islah.2023.6581.1306
mailto:msehat@hafez.shirazu.ac.ir
mailto:hjahan@yazd.ac.ir
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0003-3622-6514
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-2721-8400




	_Hlk139103234
	_Hlk145312822
	_Hlk139103331
	_Hlk139574079
	_Hlk145292047
	_Hlk145246391
	_Hlk139271523
	_Hlk144928098
	_Hlk144928132
	_Hlk144928153
	_Hlk144929916
	_Hlk137963977
	_Hlk145314014
	_Hlk139107625
	_Hlk144939755
	_Hlk145281371
	_Hlk144968469
	_Hlk144971125
	_Hlk145014325
	_Hlk145307917
	_Hlk145307957
	_Hlk145307837
	_Hlk145308129
	_Hlk144988555
	_Hlk144988531
	_Hlk145582708
	_Hlk144932685
	_Hlk145581924
	_Hlk145309186
	_Hlk145309347
	_Hlk145309118
	_Hlk145059836
	_Hlk145309663
	_Hlk145309745
	_Hlk145309847
	_Hlk145583301
	_Hlk138016937
	_Hlk145311129
	_Hlk145165670
	_Hlk145312526
	_Hlk145312449
	_Hlk145291094
	_Hlk145291203
	_Hlk139125584
	_Hlk138046228
	_Hlk139125471
	_Hlk144778039
	_GoBack

