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Robert De Niro

. Intertextual

. Taxi Driver (1976) and The King of Comedy (1982), Director: Martin Scorsese
. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

. Chronic insomnia

. Rupert Pupkin
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1. Donald Trump, “Make America Great Again” (MAGA), 2016
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1. Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky

2. Warner Bros. Pictures, Warner Media

3. Joker: Folie a Deux (Dir. Todd Phillips, 2024)
4. Scott Silver
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1. Zazie Beetz as Sophie Dumond
2. Lady Gaga as Dr. Harleen Quinzel / Harley Quinn
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1. Bruce Wayne
2. Defamiliarization
3. “That’s Life” (Frank Sinatra, 1966)



A0 e 355dls S5 by gla JLs s (g basle e slapllas A&

ot S LS5 ol 1S e s s ol Casld Ly S il
g e i i slall, 05, S8 5l Ll Ll ey a3 4 Jlaeds 50 5 e
o Ve VDF PV DEIA) (S Ll st ol o3 b 03] S 8 s
03 e S Ll it 5 s UL sl 4 B L el s 5 oAl
L () 4SS Sleae Cuase 5 as 55 5,] ns S50l Hlslins (g3l
S 2 sS e

313 =l Obsbos Sl 13 5 e 3L ezt JB 5 ey S
abeddb Jslae Olss oo ) (0 5 oo dd iy slal s, 05 S s LS
=23 e el sl gliel ;s bl b s 4 g pde L oS ol oS-
Sl 58 m e a8 e ol L S il s 5 e Ot LSS
S S ot st il b Sl liaelsl 5 esS Gl e ol e
4SS o 258 S 1 4SS ol Y ) Sl el sy sl S S
5 St 0Ll el WSS (St Gy iib Comd s o S ik S
L el il o35 o o3l 0l 53 s somsl S LT Sl s dial o 0l
sl 63350 L s J=s (S s i (SIS 4 3555 5 Oliasleg S5 A
5 Sobale fl_la sdol sl | e ‘V_Lg.'e S ol e fL@J Shgles — 53
S 92 S A () 5 e S

5oy g5 4 ) sl Vi pmd me 5l Ol yees S g ik UL sl i ¥y
ol azt S o zls 3L



VI Oliee 5 3ml A ol cpas sl oyl Jlo  Sludl agde 5 o (Ol

B r_l:.e lad by Olallas « adat Slusl j5 ioags glaaxl i 3l SO
SOals 31 pleis oLl sl oy le 0w BLS | el sl 3 il e
=l el 0l e S Sl 5 e ) (g T el Bl L e
Sl S 3 (= 5 Gl p e laai ) Godl po (ol Sl o
Lo gdoe pds ! V‘D ibe lalbo s s Jo s 55 5 Se - Sl
Olsl oS I s glaes s 51 (SGslensly 5SS 5 O g sl s
@bl ol wsdl Gl g ket Slosl i a sy .ol VY O3 ps ks
Ll LadtansS a5l 5 A 50 e B Ot 0, S0 55 8 3 el 05
Ol S S 5s S Enly > a ST L i amsls S 51 i OS50
L O1 55 eddo Sy poaiy dmalr cdas o &) (Al sl ST i L plglS
S el el S ol 05 94 e pdme (I3 e e o=l Ol lassed Ol
sedbl gy e r_lm Loas il s poylsl Oy Sl wsi aS anels
(3. med) (s 355 p 5 g S oS 3 fl_lm Qs s Sl Ol g
5 G Slme) e o fl_@J@ O b 5 soly ladln, uS eesleul (ol 5
sl S G et Al o ae (5 e e SIS sl 3 (0 S
Soss bolbarl g o sl el piab il eSe s sy Bk
S /)HJ Ll glacaas & Ly S e C_J)CL} (3. md) g g A5
il e G sl i Sisepledl el L o5 il Oy smas A5 00 S
slos = Lall (S el L5 W2 o (gt Ol sl 3 (Sl e L
2y pdad Oyl
Vove 5 Sl pdbee olbal 5l iy dlw So S 0l ST eubie sloils
S O iS gty o id bl Ll Ll o )G ST ]
o3l sl g o (S Ol g5 o 1y S el el el 3 35 e Sl
Jolme 5 o3 Olgz 03 s ol 5 (S nlad L dall o oS- 2l 5 5,0 sl
Slw, Olads @yu 5l gl Al g S il 8l slis s ol 5 WU s
= e ol sl 5 (s lsla s a ol st (6 e o S an sl ade (s Sl
O el o s 0Lk 3 a8 (slod e oy b i il o b SUlsesl o SUls
23 et 3 s Pl (IS o Gl S (Bl i S L s
Solsale o glmpllal Olyles s sy (Gl (Solin S cdas o 5 LS OLL
534S das o sllastlng e WS Ll ciy i il Lr_l:;a Syd e Al
=l s sy il S Comss oS Aib Saw) ple Sy



AV L sasdls Sl b gla Ls s (g basle e glapllas A&

2 S

)_:f&a(; 618U Slad s 5 oo Bl esle ol Ly s (golas S dy s,
Al dal gt S i)

oaj_i'»a:u:_w‘ WMJRJWQJ‘,AT)JJAQ:L@‘ALOC._:B?@A}‘ uu.auaj

.&;-vl‘



VEY Ol 5 3mb A ol ps oplad oyl o e Slidl agde 5 (Olusl (gland o Oladllas / QA

@L;.a

Sloa 5 Mo ¥ A [ S 5 Al ] i LOYAA 31V0) [odsSags] —stzms ¢ el

ol ol dlbs (olgsl j3 dds glag oy 5 ae dsy (WWAV) L, de ¢ Sy, 35l
YvV_or cg— A ;)Lo_:: Al Z)j.s L}_i:ﬁw

o b S e OYRR) et ¢ o (S e (LS A
VV_AA P o) ;)Lq_c.: NO 3)_}.) c‘L;LWJ «'LJ;AJ'% wurf- bj_g.j)

Ahmed, Kamran (2019, October 25). “As a Psychiatrist, | Was Blown Away by
the Latest Joker.” The Sydney Morning Herald. Retrieved January 16, 2024.
<https://www.smh.com.au/culture/movies/as-a-psychiatrist-i-was-blown-

away-by-the-latest-joker-20191024-p5340p.htm1>

Althusser, Louis (1971). “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses.” Lenin and
Philosophy and Other Essays, 127-186. NY: Monthly Review Press.

Althusser, Louis (2014). On the Reproduction of Capitalism: Ideology and Ideological
State Apparatuses. NY: Verso.

Althusser, Louis (2020). For Marx. Translated by Ben Brewster. NY: Verso.

Bruney, Gabrielle (2019, October 5). “Joker Has a Profound Misunderstanding of
Working People, Mental Illness, And Politics.” Esquire. Retrieved December
7, 2023. <https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29368612/joker-

movie-politics-controversy-review/>

Chakraborty, Abin (2019, November 24). “Joker and the Crisis of Capitalism.” New
Politics. Retrieved January 4, 2024. <https://newpol.org/joker-and-the-crisis-
of-capitalism/>

Davies, Matt (2013). Oppositions and Ideology in News Discourse. NY: Bloomsbury

Academic.

Eagleton, Terry (2006). Criticism and Ideology: A Study in Marxist Literary Theory.
NY: Verso.


https://www.smh.com.au/culture/movies/as-a-psychiatrist-i-was-blown-away-by-the-latest-joker-20191024-p5340p.html
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/movies/as-a-psychiatrist-i-was-blown-away-by-the-latest-joker-20191024-p5340p.html
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29368612/joker-movie-politics-controversy-review/
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/movies/a29368612/joker-movie-politics-controversy-review/
https://newpol.org/joker-and-the-crisis-of-capitalism/
https://newpol.org/joker-and-the-crisis-of-capitalism/

94 /o sgsdls Sl b gla JLs s (g basle e glaplles A&

Eagleton, Terry (2020). Ideology: An Introduction. NY: Verso.

Herman, Edward S., and Noam Chomsky (1988). Manufacturing Consent: The
Political Economy of the Mass Media. NY: Pantheon Books.

Jeffries, Lesley (2010). Critical Stylistics: The Power of English. London: Macmillan

International Higher Education.

Joker (2019) Directed by Todd Phillips, Warner Bros. Pictures, Written by Todd
Phillips Scott Silver.

Mancuso, Vinnie (2021, April 15). “Every Comic Book Movie of the 2010s, Ranked
from Worst to Best.” Collider. Retrieved October 9, 2021. <https://collider.

com/comic-book-movies-of-the-2010s-ranked/>

Mcclintock, Pamela, and Aaron Couch (2019, October 25). “Box office: ‘Joker’
Passes ‘Deadpool’ As Top-Grossing R-Rated Pic of All Time.” The Hollywood
Reporter. Retrieved January 11, 2024. <https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/
movies/movie-news/box-office-joker-passes-deadpool-as-top-grossing-r-
rated-pic-all-time-1250055/>

Raine, Adrian (2019, October 14). “Leading Neurocriminologist Considers Joaquin
Phoenix’s Joker ‘A Great Educational Tool’”. Vanity Fair. Retrieved November 6,
2020. <https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2019/10/joker-joaquin-phoenix-
psychology>

Sloan, John. W. (1997), “The Reagan Presidency, Growing Inequality, and the
American Dream.” Policy Studies Journal, 25, pp. 371-386. <https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1541-0072.1997.tb00028.x>

Stam, Robert (2017) Film Theory: An Introduction. NY: John Wiley & Sons.

Taylor, Lance (2020). Macroeconomic Inequality from Reagan to Trump: Market
Power, Wage Repression, Asset Price Inflation, and Industrial Decline. NY:

Cambridge University Press.

Ungureanu, Delia (2022). “World Literature and World Cinema.” D’ Haen, Theo,
David Damrosch, and Djelal Kadir, Eds. The Routledge Companion to World
Literature, 2" ed. NY: Routledge, 194-205.


https://collider.com/comic-book-movies-of-the-2010s-ranked/
https://collider.com/comic-book-movies-of-the-2010s-ranked/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-joker-passes-deadpool-as-top-grossing-r-rated-pic-all-time-1250055/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-joker-passes-deadpool-as-top-grossing-r-rated-pic-all-time-1250055/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-joker-passes-deadpool-as-top-grossing-r-rated-pic-all-time-1250055/
https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2019/10/joker-joaquin-phoenix-psychology
https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2019/10/joker-joaquin-phoenix-psychology
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1541-0072.1997.tb00028.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1541-0072.1997.tb00028.x

VEY Ol 5 5ml A ol cpss (Sl ke 5 (Do) lady g Sldlae /e

s opyle>= Jle
s pI2 ot e Jl

Willmore, Alison (2019, October 10). “The Impossible Politics of Joker.” Vulture.
Retrieved January 24, 2024. <https://www.vulture.com/2019/10/joker-is-a-

movie-with-deliberately-contradictory-politics.htmI>

Yang, Jeff (2019, October 6). “A Political Parable for Our Times.” CNN.
Retrieved November 4, 2020. <https://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/06/opinions/

joker-political-parable-donald-trump-presidency-yang/index.html>


https://www.vulture.com/2019/10/joker-is-a-movie-with-deliberately-contradictory-politics.html
https://www.vulture.com/2019/10/joker-is-a-movie-with-deliberately-contradictory-politics.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/06/opinions/joker-political-parable-donald-trump-presidency-yang/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/06/opinions/joker-political-parable-donald-trump-presidency-yang/index.html

Vol.4, No.8
Fall & Winter 2023-2024

Research Article

DOI: 10.22077/is1ah.2024.7278.1409

Received: 21/02/2024 Accepted: 29/04/2024

Gotham’s Mirror: Althusserian Reflections in Tod Phillips’ Joker and

Contemporary America

Azra Ghandeharion!

Abstrsct

This study critically examines Todd Phillips’ Joker (2019) through the theoretical
framework of Louis Althusser, identifying a lacuna in Iranian academic discourse—
the exploration of political narratives in Hollywood’s comic book adaptations. While
Joker achieved commercial success akin to its superhero film counterparts, its nuanced
political commentary sets it apart. This paper interrogates the film’s depiction of
Althusser’s ideological and repressive state apparatuses within the capitalist milieu
of the fictional Gotham City. Through a meticulous analysis of pivotal scenes, the
paper elucidates the strategies employed by Gotham’s ruling entities to perpetuate
hegemony, drawing parallels with the political landscape of contemporary America.
The research employs a qualitative content analysis methodology, enabling a nuanced
interpretation of the film’s subtextual elements that resonate with the socio-political
climate of the United States, particularly during the Trump era. Conclusively, Joker
emerges not merely as a cinematic experience but as a reflective social commentary,
mirroring the class struggle and the political machinations prevalent in American
society.
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