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A Comparative Study of the Sources of Ayouqi’s Romance “Varagheh
and Golshah” and the Arabic Tale “Orwa and Afra”

Hojjat Rasouli'

Abstract

“Warqa and Gulshah” is an ancient romance composed by the poet Ayyuqi. According
to the poet himself; its origin lies in an old Arab tribal tale involving greyhounds. The
narrative recounts the relationship between two cousins, Warqa and Gulshah, who are
raised together within their tribe and family. Over time, their companionship matures
into deep affection and ultimately into a passionate love. The striking similarities
between this romance and the tale of “Urwah and Afra”, another love story rooted
in Arabic tradition, strongly suggest that “Warqa and Gulshah” is derived from the
narrative of “Urwah and Afra”. Although both stories clearly draw upon Arabic
sources, it remains essential to identify the specific texts from which Ayyuqi borrowed
and to determine the primary origins of his account. This study therefore applies
a historical-comparative method to examine the sources of both narratives and to
analyze the differences between their various versions, with the aim of uncovering
the principal sources of “Warqa and Gulshah”. The importance of this research lies
in the fact that notable variations exist between the two stories, differences that are
likely rooted in their distinct sources and the divergences among their narrations.
Furthermore, previous scholarship on the sources of “Warqa and Gulshah” has lacked
precision. Evidence from existing studies suggests that Ayyuqi made extensive use of
Isfahani’s Kitab al-Aghant, Ibn Qutaybah’s AI-Shi v wa al-Shu ‘ard’, and Mas‘udi’s
Murij al-Dhahab in shaping different parts of his narrative. In addition, it appears
that he also incorporated elements drawn from oral traditions.
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