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Abstract

In contemporary literary studies, geographical criticism has emerged as a valuable
interdisciplinary approach to the analysis of literary texts. Among literary genres,
the novel plays a particularly significant role in shaping narrative spatiality. As
one of the most prominent French writers, Albert Camus produced works in which
space and time are central to the unfolding of historical and existential events. In
such works, the configuration of the fictional world profoundly influences both the
fate of the characters and the meaning of the text. This study aims to examine the
construction of space and time in the novel The Plague. Employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the research draws primarily on Bertrand Westphal’s theory
of geographical criticism. Westphal proposes three key spatial hypotheses, space and
time, transgression, and referentiality, which provide a framework for understanding
the dynamic relationship between geography and narrative. In addition, the analysis is
informed by the three principal axes of geographical criticism outlined by Westphal:
tangible space, perceived space, and imaginative—imaginary space. Together, these
axes enable a multidimensional examination of spatial representation in the novel and
its contribution to the formation of central themes. The findings of this research show
that space, as a fundamental element in the construction of meaning, is not a neutral
backdrop in The Plague. Rather, it functions as an active site of confrontation with
new realities and emerges as a full-fledged historical actor, shaping and reflecting the
fears, anxieties, and hopes of the city’s inhabitants.
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