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1. Delayed Trauma Reaction

2. post-retrieval or post-recall

3. Trauma representation

4. mourning process or mourning mechanism
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1. Intergenerational silence

2. Narrative silence

3. Abraham ,Nicolas & Torok ,Maria
4. Shadow voice / Faint echo

5. Absence of speech
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Abstract

This study explores the representation of intergenerational silence of women within
contemporary Iranian crime literature, a silence viewed as a symbolic act embodying
collective psychic continuity and functioning as a cultural mechanism of survival.
Grounded in trauma and intergenerational memory theories, and emphasizing
the concepts advanced by Caruth, Hirsch, and LaCapra, silence is portrayed not
as absence but as a complex narrative articulation of pain and re-enactment of
suppressed memory. The research aims to investigate processes through which
remembrance and the transmission of wounds redefine feminine identity against
patriarchal and cultural hierarchies of power. Using a descriptive—analytical approach
and an interdisciplinary method, the study examines the correlation between crime
fiction and trauma psychology through feminist and generational lenses in the
Iranian novels, The Young Skull and Jordan’s Crime. Findings indicate that silence
functions not as narrative closure but as a platform for the repetition of the unsaid and
gradual recovery of wounded memory, an unseen language acting as resistance and
reconstruction of collective identity. Ultimately, trauma, intersecting with silence and
transgenerational transmission, opens the possibility of restoring feminine discourse
and reconstituting fractured subjectivity, enabling repetition rather than cessation.
Keywords: intergenerational silence, trauma, feminist psychoanalysis, Iranian crime

literature
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