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Mi Mimetic Desire, Scapegoat, and Violence in Bi Hameh Chiz (Without
Everything) in the Shadow of Rene Girard’s Philosophical-Cultural
Anthropology

Tohid Teymouri’

Abstract

Bi Hameh Chiz (Without Everything) is a film about social tension and violence in a
remote village, which ultimately results in the scapegoating of one of the residents.
Lili Nazarian is a rich woman who returns to her village at the request of the people
to save them from poverty and misery. In exchange for fulfilling their requests, she
asks the villagers to sacrifice oneperson. This article attempts to examine this film
based on the theory of memetic desire and scapegoating by the French thinker René
Girard. The people of the village agree to Lili’s request so that by killing Amirkhan,
the evil and calamity can be removed from the village. As in many ancient, and
even some modern cultures, the scapegoat has been used as a means of removing or
neutralizing the evil believed to arise from the sins of the community. Along with
the theoretical analysis of the film through the lens of this theory, various forms of
mimetic desire and sacrificial rituals in literature and cinematographic productions
are briefly mentioned and compared to the film.

Keywords: mimetic desire, scapegoat, violence, Bi Hameh Chiz Rene Girard

1. Assistant Professor of English Langauge and Literature, University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran
tohidteymouri@znu.ac.ir

How to cite this article:
Tohid Teymouri. “Mi Mimetic Desire, Scapegoat, and Violence in Bi Hameh Chiz (Without Everything) in the Shadow of Rene Girard’s Philosophical-
Cultural Anthropology”. Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature, Arts and Humanities, 6, 12, 2026, 97-120. doi: 10.22077/islah.2025.9843.1699

an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). |'E

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. Licensee Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature, Arts & Humanities. This article is
BY



https://doi.org/10.22077/islah.2023.6581.1306

	_Hlk204709220
	_GoBack
	_Hlk204710618

