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A Structural Analysis of the Legend of Kaykhosro Through the
Narrative Patterns of Western Films”

Navazollah Farhadi'

Abstract

The multidimensional prism of the legend of Kaykhosrow offers significant
interpretive potential from various approaches and a strong capacity to adapt to both
old and new works of art worldwide. By analyzing this story, through the narrative
pattern of “Western screenplays”, new angles and dimensions of this literary work
are revealed. For this purpose, the present study adapts the story of Kaykhosrow to
the stages of the hero’s journey and its role in Western films. The primary source for
this study is Ferdowsi’s narration of the legend of Kaykhosrow, which, with its epic
and realistic qualities, is better suited than mythological narratives for comparison
with contemporary works. The main framework of the research is the plot of classic
Western films, which Will Wright extracted through his structuralist study of dozens
of Western films. These studies show that, despite many differences in the temporal,
spatial, and cultural origins of the “legend of Kaykhosrow” and the “Western film”,
there are many commonalities between the two. The archetypal foundations of
Western cinema and the human-centered themes in Kaykhosrow’s legend contribute
to their notable correspondences, highlighting the global significance of the legend
within the field of comparative literature.

Keywords: Hero, Kaykhosrow, Archetype, Western films, Will Wright
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