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Introduction

Globally, from 1750 to 2020, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the Earth’s
atmosphere increased from approximately 50 parts per million (ppm) to over 400 ppm.
Due to dam construction and water supply for agricultural and industrial purposes,
many rivers and wetlands have dried up. As a result of human activities, numerous
wildlife species have either become extinct or are endangered. The amount of land
utilized by humans has risen from about 10% in 1900 to more than 25%. At the
national level, Iran faces multiple environmental issues. Some of the most significant
environmental problems in Iran include pollution of surface and groundwater, drying
up of wetlands, lakes, and rivers, depletion of groundwater resources, air pollution,
loss of biodiversity, increased frequency of floods and droughts, land subsidence, soil
erosion, and reduction of forest areas. The dire state of the country’s environment can
be assessed by examining Iran’s position in the Environmental Performance Index
(EPI). The EPI provides a summary of each country’s environmental status derived
from the analysis of 32 indicators across 11 environmental categories. In 2024, Iran

ranked 113th out of 180 countries in the Environmental Performance Index.

Aim

Given the importance of environmental issues and crises in Iran, this paper aims
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to focus on the relationship between Sohrab Sepehri’s poetry and nature and the
environment through an environmental critique lens. After identifying how his poetry
connects with nature and the environment, we will explore the potential of his works

to influence audiences regarding environmental awareness.

Theoretical Framework

Unlike environmental engineering, environmental humanities examine the natural
world, environmental issues, and the meaning of “the good life” for all living beings
through artistic and humanistic approaches. Environmental humanities specifically
highlight human behaviors, cultural values, historical patterns, social contexts,
public attitudes, political ideas, religious beliefs, spiritual dimensions, and ethical
and emotional concerns. In literature, authors often create contexts for central
themes by describing their environments. In “climate fiction,” potential scenarios
illustrating the impact of climate change on the environment are outlined, helping
readers envision possible futures for the Earth. Just as feminist criticism examines
language and literature from a gender perspective and Marxist criticism applies
class consciousness to textual analysis, ecological criticism adopts a land-centered

approach to literary studies.

Discussion

In most studies conducted in the field of ecological criticism and contemporary
Persian poetry, Sohrab Sepehri’s work has been a focal point. A range of findings
from this research includes: the influence of Hinduism and Buddhism’s ethical
teachings—especially “ahimsa,” meaning non-violence towards living beings—on
Sepehri’s environmental poetry; a rejection of humanistic perspectives in his work;
an interaction between culture and nature; reverence for nature; an understanding
of its value and the necessity for its preservation in his poetry; personification of
animals, plants, and inanimate objects; unity between humans and nature; cohabitation
of natural elements; the wholeness of nature; humans as part of nature alongside
other beings; governmental dominance over nature; the poet’s desert climate and
attention to nature; Iranian naturalism versus Western humanistic naturalism; nature

as an object of worship, love, inspiration, and revelation (the sanctity of nature);
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nature’s superiority over modern humanity; nature as a manifestation of divinity and
a medium for connection; and a preference for “postmodern” environmental ethics
over modern anthropocentric views. In all these studies, the connection between
nature and Sepehri’s poetry has been examined within a mystical context. In Iran, the
relationship between theology and the environment was introduced in the 1960s with
the book “Views of Islamic Thinkers on Nature,” which sought to connect Islamic
tradition with nature while emphasizing spirituality’s role in environmental relations.

The book “Environmental Theology” is another example of such efforts.

Conclusion

In response to the current state of environmental issues and crises in the country, it
is possible to leverage the rich culture of Iranian poetry and literature to enhance
public awareness about environmental conditions, increase environmental sensitivity,

strengthen conservation culture, and improve environmental ethics.
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