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A Study of “the Imaginal World” in Samad Behrangi’s Stories from the
Perspective of Henry Corbin’s Phenomenology (Case Study: “Talkhun”
and “the Sigh”)

Mostafa Mirdar Rezaei'
Siavash Haghjoo?

Abstract

The “Imaginal world” is the link between the material and immaterial universes.
In other words, this world is an interworld whose events and elements are situated
between the material and the intellectual worlds. Henry Corbin, by combining the
phenomenology of Husserl (and other philosophers of this school) with the views of
the great Eastern thinkers, especially with those of Shaikh al-Ishraq’s, discovers this
world. He, then, examines different texts from the point of view of this interworld.
Among the texts that can be studied by the criteria of the imaginal are the stories
of Samad Behrangi, an author who is generally known to be influenced by Marxist
thought and is considered as one of the most prominent figures in children’s literature.
This paper employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the elements of the
imaginal in two of Behrangi’s stories, “Talkhun,” and “the Sigh”. According to the
findings of this study, some of the elements of the imaginal in these stories include,
the subjective nature of time, disobeying physical geography, defying the properties
of the matter, following the imagination in gaining understanding and awareness,
embodiment and embodiment of meanings, and conscious action emanating from the
non-conscious. Based on the present research, many of Behrangi’s stories will fall
outside the Marxist thought.

Keywords: Henry Corbin, Imaginal World, Phenomenology, Samad Behrangi
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A Comparative Study of the Existentialist Themes of Camus’s The
Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat’s “The Stray Dog”

Shahram Ahmadi’
Sayeh Gharayagh Zandi’

Abstract

Existentialism is an intellectual-philosophical inquiry that considers man as the center
of the existence during which the individual, with all his/her existential and mental
dimensions, is being confronted with various problems, especially those of ontological
nature. Albert Camus and Sadegh Hedayat are among the authors whose work contain
major concepts of the school of Existentialism. The present paper uses an analyti-
cal-comparative method to study the principles and features of Existential philosophy
in Albert Camus’ The Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat’s “the Stray Dog”. The findings
show that most of the concepts of Existentialism are present in these two works, in a
way that concepts such as “loneliness” and “nostalgia” are more prominent in “The
Stray Dog” while concepts such as “meaninglessness and emptiness”, “pessimism”
and “skepticism” are more prominent in The Stranger. Finally, concepts such as

“hope”, “despair”, “determinism”, “death-wish and suicide” are shared in both works.

Keywords: Existentialism, Sadegh Hedayat, Albert Camus, Essence, Existence.
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Domesticating Bergman’s The Seventh Seal in Akhavan Sales’ “Then,
after the Thunder”
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Abstract

As sources of inspiration, foreign literary and artistic works can effect change in
contemporary Persian literature. In some cases, this inspiration has been provided by
cinematic works. In the process, Iranian writers have often domesticated the source
text to adapt it to the Iranian culture. For instance, Akhavan Sales’ “Then, after the
Thunder” inspired by Bergman’s philosophical film, The Seventh Seal has changed
the original in many respects to appease the local readers. The present study intends
to explicate the domestication strategies used in the move from the source text to the
destination text, based on Yuri Lotman’s theory of semiotics. The paper shows that
Akhavan Sales mostly tries to stay within the boundaries of tradition by limiting his
functional space. For this purpose, he draws on linguistic localization in the form of
linguistic archaism, application of common slang words and expressions, and the
social function of language. Moreover, Akhavan Sales applies pictorial, historical,
geographical, political and social domestication to bring the foreign text closer to the
destination culture. Nevertheless, in a few cases, the poet innovates by taking liber-

ties in his explicitly employing non-indigenous elements.
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In Search of the Subaltern in Comparative Literature
Amirhossein Vafa!

Abstract

In this article, by way of reviewing Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s views on “Sub-
altern Studies,” we will study her recent work in Comparative Literature. Spivak,
who has constantly positioned herself against the elitist structure and discourse of the
humanities in both Western and developing societies, believes that the comparative
study of world literature, which today is in tandem with the capitalist logic of glo-
balization, requires a methodological reorganization beyond the Eurocentric history
of the discipline, as well as a turn to language learning from subaltern communities,
including the refugees, the labour migrants, and other victims of the history of im-
perialism and global capitalism. In the pages that follow, by reading a selection of
Spivak’s work—"“Can the Subaltern Speak?” (1985), Death of a Discipline (2003),
and “Rethinking Comparativism” (2009)—we will answer this question: Will post-
colonial literary traditions (such as Persian literature) have the opportunity to express
themselves on the global stage from within the framework of Comparative Litera-
ture? Spivak’s response is “Yes,” subject to the growth of the critic’s awareness of the
inequalities prevalent in the global literary system, and the deconstruction of literary
studies towards a discipline which Spivak calls “new comparative literature”: a new
paradigm that is based on “deep language learning,” and the analysis of the culture
and literature of the “subaltern” peoples.

Keyword: Subaltern Studies, new comparative literature, Gayatri Spivak, decon-

struction, language learning
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Abstract

A translated text emerges as a third code via the source code being confronted by the
target code (i.e. the confrontation between Self and Other). The third code included
both source and target codes, but establishes itself as a separate code with specif-
ic standards. The third code has numerous manifestations and may deviate either
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Abstract

This comparative study examines the relationship between the dominant discourses
of the filmic adaptation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth in the 21% century. In Scotland, PA
(2001) directed by Billy Morrissette, the effect of the dominant discourses of 1970s
are examined to demonstrate the ways in which the powerful economically repress
the poor in the American society. A close analysis of the social, historical and cultural
contexts in this adaptation shows the ways in which cinematic adaptations of literary
works are influenced by their social and cultural contexts. In other words, Morrissette
has created a new work of art by recreating the seventeenth century Shakespearean
play within the context of modern time discourses. The theoretical framework of this
study is based on Linda Hutcheon’s theory of adaptation and Robert Stam’s model
of intertextual dialogism. The paper shows how in today’s world, power-seeking,
discrimination and inequality persist and how the powerful draw on new and more

complicated practices to continue their exploitation of the downtrodden.
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Realism and Representation in Philosophy and Cinema: A Critical Examina-
tion of Alfred Hitchcock’s The Wrong Man with Special Reference to André
Bazin’s Theory

Mohammad Ghaffary!
Melika Ramzi’

Abstract

The issue of “reality” and its representation in artistic and literary works has been
one of the major concerns of artists and theorists since classical times. It reached its
climax in the mid-nineteenth century when following scientific advances and social
changes, including the invention of photography, European painters and writers
treated the issue more directly and precisely. This situation resulted in the formation
of'a movement named “Realism,” which aimed at recording the external reality, espe-
cially social reality and the condition of the lower classes, accurately and objectively.
Alfred Hitchcock’s The Wrong Man (1957) has a narrative based on a true story and
contains several realistic elements. The director claims that it is a “documentary”
which faithfully represents the reality without any directorial interference. After of-
fering a brief comparative explanation of the concepts of “reality” and “realism” in
philosophy and cinema, the present study draws on André Bazin’s theory of cinematic
realism to investigate the realistic dimensions of this movie. The goal is to see whether
or not, despite the filmmaker’s claim and the presence of certain realistic features, The
Wrong Man can ultimately be regarded as a realistic work. The analysis of the movie
shows that not only is The Wrong Man not without subjective aspects, but it has not
also been greatly faithful to the actual incident, and thus, it does not correspond to
Bazin’s definition of reality. This discussion eventually leads to the question of whether
or not, given the autonomous existence of an external objective reality, it is possible
to represent it faithfully and impartially in artistic media, including the cinema and

literature.

Keywords: André Bazin, Objectivity, Realism, Representation, Subjectivity, The
Wrong Man.
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2 Tall Tales

* Springfieldian world

* The Simpsons Tall Tales

> Revenge Is a Dish Best Served Three Times
¢ The Count of Monte Fatso

" Bart

8 Bartman Begins

° Love, Springfieldian Style

19 films Bonnie and Clyde, Lady and the Tramp, and Sid and Nancy
1 Bible Stories

12 Do the Bard, Man

13 Tales from the Public Domain
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* There'’s No Disgrace Like Home
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! Ms. Krabappel, Principal Skinner
2 Moe Szyslak

* Bart the Genius

* Simpson and Delilah

3 Lisa on Ice
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3 A Streetcar Named Marge
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! Secrets of a Successful Marriage

2 Mommie beerest

3 Polonius and Laertes

# Chief Wiggum and Ralph Wiggum
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! Lenny and Carl
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* Barney

* Classics for Children

> Homer’s Odessey
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! Patty and Selma

2 the Sirens

3 Hot Child in the City
* Bart Gets an “F”
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An Examination of the Simpsons’ Adaptation of Hamlet
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Abstract

This research traces the changes made to Shakespeare’s Hamlet by The Simpsons
through a medium different from literature. In one part of The Simpsons, a TV series
with global popularity, a short adaptation of Hamlet is presented. In this paper, the
series is examined to understand how the medium employs Hamlet to criticize the
American life style. This study investigates the transition from canonical literature
to popular culture and adopts an interdisciplinary perspective to study the interac-
tions of literature and media. First, the generic conventions of The Simpsons and the
history of its characters will be explained, and then the questions posed by Linda
Hutcheon in adaptation studies will be addressed. This research indicates that the
adaptation of Hamlet in The Simpsons, on the one hand parodies the highbrow cul-
ture and canonical literature, and on the other hand criticizes the stereotypes of the
American nuclear family through exaggerated humor. Cultural critics in the United
States have critiqued The Simpsons’ ideological content but in Iran, animations have
rarely received critical attention. This article will investigate how The Simpsons have

responded to high culture through double adaptation.

Keyword: Hamlet, Adaptation, The Simpsons, Shakespeare, popular culture, high-

brow culture
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Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, Arts & Humanities, Vol.1, No.2 (Fall 2021 & Winter 2022)

The Evolution of Comparative Literature in the Universities of the
Arab World

Hojjat Rasouli’
Sheler Ahmadi?

Abstract

During the Arab literary movement and by the beginning of the Arab world’s inter-
actions with Europe in the early nineteenth century, comparative literature gradually
spread to the Arab countries. Since then, comparative literature in the Arab world has
faced ups and downs and has gone through various stages of development, and there
have been many efforts in this respect, especially, in Arab universities as centres for
its development. The emergence, development and different stages the comparative
literature has gone through in the Arab world are topics that need investigation, and the
present paper deals with this history. For this purpose, the paper focuses on universities
and the relevant academic researches on this discipline until the end of the twentieth
century through a historical analytical lens. The results show that although by the end
of the twentieth century comparative literature in the Arab world has significantly
evolved as a result of its development, growth and dissemination, compared to the
Western world, it has only put behind its embryonic stage and the research still face
many difficulties. Therefore, in general and even in comparison with other literary
studies, comparative literature has not reached the status it deserves.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Arab Universities, Arab World, Twentieth Century,
Literary Transformation
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Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, Arts & Humanities, Vol.1, No.2 (Fall 2021 & Winter 2022)

Some postcolonial features in Tayeb Salih’s Mawsim Al- Hijra ila al-Shamal
(Season of Migration to the North)

Hadi Nazari Monazzam'

Abstract

Postcolonial theory and comparative literature are both transnational and transcultur-
al, and have an inseparable connection with the “other”. Even the greatest postcolo-
nial theorists like Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, and Gayatri Spivak have been, firstly,
well-known comparatists. The novel Season of Migration to the North by Tayeb Salih
is one of the greatest Arabic novels of the twentieth century and one of the most im-
portant novels in the world. This research uses a descriptive-analytical method based
on the concepts of postcolonial theory to examine the images of the colonizer and
the colonized in this novel. The confrontation between the East and the West from
the point of view of Edward Said, Homi Bhabha’s notions of “hybridity” and “the
third space” and Spivak’s concept of “subalternity” are the most important theoretical
concepts deployed in this research. The novel re-enacts the experience of the conflict
between the East and the West, which is in fact, a reflection of the narrator’s internal
conflict as well as his conflict with the post-colonial Sudanese society. The main char-
acter (Mustafa Sa’eed), despite his “hybridity”, could never inhabit the “third space”
from Homi Bhabha’s perspective. Hosna, the wife of the novel’s protagonist, and
the farmers and workers of Sudanese rural community are also among the colonized

whose voices are never heard.

Keywords: The Arabic novel, Postcolonialism, Season of Migration to the North,
Subalternity, Edward Said, the Clonized
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Nord und West und Siid zersplittern,

Throne bersten, Reiche zittern,

Fliichte du, im reinen Osten

Patriarchenluft zu kosten,

Unter Lieben, Trinken, Singen,

Soll dich Chisers Quell verjiingen
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North and West and South splinter apart,

thrones explode, kingdoms tremble:

take flight to the pure East to taste the air of the patriarchs!
Amidst loving, drinking, singing,

Khidr’s spring will make you young again (Ormsby, p. 5.

NORTH and West and South up-breaking!/Thrones are shattering, Empires quak-
ing;/Fly thou to the untroubled East,/There the patriarchs’ air to taste!/What with
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love and wine and song /Chiser’s fount will make thee young (Bidney, 2010:1)
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A Survey Eastern Origins of World Literature from Goethe’s View Point
Abolfazl Horri'

Abstract

This paper explains the Eastern origins of world literature from Goethe’s view point.
In 1813, Goethe became acquainted with Hafez’s Divan through Hammerpurgestal’s
translation, and following Hafez, he composed his West-Eastern Divan. But almost
a decade after the Divan was composed, in his conversation with Ackerman, Goethe
used the term “world literature” for the first time, because he believed that national
literature had lost its meaning and that the age of world literature had arrived. Howev-
er, it seems that Goethe’s invention of this term, did not take place independently and
away from the influence of Eastern culture and literature, especially that of Hafiz’s
Divan. The argument is that Goethe’s West-Eastern Divan is a work that has emerged
through Goethe’s encounter with the translation of Oriental literary works and, in par-
ticular, and most importantly, Hafez’s sonnets. For Goethe, world literature is neither
a body of national literatures nor a collection of the world’s literary masterpieces, but
rather, a dynamic process of interaction between the world’s nations, with the aim
of breaking down the walls of national prejudice that have damaged peaceful coex-
istence among the people of the world. Therefore, this paper explicates the status of

world literature through Goethe’s reading of Hafez.

Keywords: World literature, Goethe, Hafiz, Orientalism, Translations of West-East-

ern Divan

1 Assistant Professor of English languages and literature, Department of English and
literature, Arak University, Arak, Iran a-horri@araku.ac.ir
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Strategic Principles for Interdisciplinary Management in the Academic System

Hamideh Dabbaghi!
Younes Nourbakhsh?

Abstract

Today, educational and academic institutions have globally turned to complex,
multifaceted and interdisciplinary developmental approaches to sciences. Such
approaches necessitate having a vision and perception of complex, multisector,
and multidimensional issues on the part of institutions. Iranian universities are no
exception; and therefore, they have adopted a problem solving, multilateral approach
to academic education and research and emphasize the importance of the relationship
between education and industry. The present paper aimed to answer two important
questions: has the formation of an interdisciplinary approach really started in
universities? What are the general obstacles and challenges on the way of designing
and developing interdisciplinarity in the Iranian academic system? Then, a qualitative
method, multiphase coding and thematic analysis have been used to analyze texts
of 30 semi-structured interviews, 26 articles and 11 speeches. Regarding the main
research question, results indicated that an interdisciplinary approach has not yet been
formed in the Iranian academic system. The main obstacles on the way of achieving
interdisciplinarity consist of 8 main themes, 104 sub-themes and 120 concepts.
They consist of educational, professional, psychological, intersectional, structural,
bureaucratic, financial, socio-cultural and managerial obstacles, the hegemony of
classic disciplines and also a lack of effective law. Finally, 6 strategies and policy
implementations were offered as the solutions to these obstacles.

Keywords: Strategic Recommendations, Interdisciplinarity, Academic System,

Challenges and Obstacles, Thematic Analysis
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The Persian Whitman: Beyond a Literary Reception. By Behnam M. Fomeshi.
Leiden: Leiden University Press, 2019. ISBN 978-9-0872-8335-3 (pbk), 240 pp.

Mostafa Hosseini'

Abstract

The Persian Whitman: beyond a Literary Reception (2019) is comprised of an in-
troduction, nine chapters, a conclusion and an appendix. The book is an interdis-
ciplinary study. On the one hand, it deals with Comparative Literature (reception
studies and imagology) and Literary Criticism (New Historicism), on the other hand,
it deals with Translation Studies (translation and ideology and Genette’s paratextual
elements). The Persian Whitman is about Whitman’s reception in Iran in a period of
100 years. To sum up, The Persian Whitman is a methodologically innovative, origi-
nal, and well-documented interdisciplinary study. The author’s ideas, interpretations,
and conclusions are logical and convincing. More importantly, it is full of innovative
readings of familiar and often ignored materials. Putting some unnecessary repeti-
tions aside, The Persian Whitman is a well-organized book which one enjoys reading
and learning from. It is highly recommended to those interested in Iranian studies,
Comparative Literature, Translation Studies, American literature, and Modern Per-

sian Literature.

Keyword: Comparative Literature, Comparative Literature, Persian Whitman, Re-
ception studies, interdisciplinary study
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David Damrosch, Around the World in 80 Books. New York: Penguin
Press, 2021. 414 pp. Ebook ISBN: 9780593299890

Alireza Anushiravani!

Abstract

Around the World in 80 Books is the latest book of David Damrosch, Professor of
Comparative Literature at Harvard University. He is a leading theorist in this field
and has already written several books to explain his theory of World Literature both
in theoretical and practical aspects including What Is World Literature? (2003), How
to Read World Literature? (2009), Teaching World Literature (2009), World Litera-
ture in Theory (2014) and Comparing Literatures: Literary Studies in a Global Age.
Generally speaking, in all these works, Damrosch is focusing on two important no-
tions: first, World Literature is a new trend in Comparative Literature studies which
crosses national, linguistic and cultural borders and includes, in fact, the whole lit-
erature of the world; second, to get rid of the chronic Eurocentrism of Comparative
Literature, we must take advantage of translation. Around the World in 80 Books is
written with such an intention in mind.

The book is organized in sixteen chapters. Damrosch’s itinerary starts from London,
where Phileas Fogg started his journey in Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty
Days (1872) and takes his reader to all around Europe, Turkey, Oman, Egypt and Af-
rican countries, Near and Middle Eastern countries (including Iran, of course), India,
and Far Eastern countries as China and Japan, and then to Central America and Latin
America and comes back to London at the end of his journey. The Introduction of the
book: “The Voyage Out” is a charming narrative of Damrosch’s youth life when he
decides to attend a chorus where he meets “an alto with a lovely smile” (10). Around
the World in 80 Books is a project coming to fruit in times of Covid-19, a gloomy
era in modern man’s experience and an opportunity to travel the world around one’s
room. Damrosch’s trip takes sixteen weeks from May through August 2020. The
book “explores works that have responded to times of crisis and deep memories of
trauma” (13). More importantly, Damrosch contends: “All of us who want to venture
beyond the boundaries of our own country need to be vigilant in not succumbing to
reductive cultural stereotypes, whether reflexively negative or patronizingly positive,
and we need to push back against market mechanisms that limit the variety of works

'Professor of Comparative Literature, Department of Foreign Languages, Shiraz University,
Shiraz, Iran Anushir@shirazu.ac.ir
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available to us” (14). One cannot agree with Damrosch more when he says that “in-
fluential translations can spur innovation in the host language itself” (16). “...litera-
ture can inform our sense of ourselves and our world, particularly in difficult times”
(17). Around the World in 80 Books is a must-read book for those interested in World

Literature. “ Lector, intende: laetaberis™ (17).

Keywords: World Literature, Around the World in 80 Books, David Damrosch, trans-

lation, voyage
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